
 

 

  

 

 

APIARY MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 

 

SAT 15
TH

 OCTOBER 12:00 All Members 

SAT 05
TH

 NOVEMBER 12:00 All Members 

 

 

WINTER MEETINGS  -   THE CHAPEL SPY LANE LOXWOOD 
 

 

THU 10
TH

 NOVEMBER 
7:30  Dr Nikki Gammans from the 

Bumblebee Conservation Trust 

THU 08
TH

 DECEMBER 
7:30 Mead Making and Showing from 

Roger Patterson and Derek Ready 

 

 

For more information go to the website www.wgbka.org.uk 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

Thymol varroa treatments should now be complete. They can often make the bees migrate 
their brood nest to one side of the brood box and this will need to be dealt with soon. It is likely 
to be more of a problem with Apiguard than ApiLifeVAR because the treatment is put over the 
brood area, where ALV is on the periphery. The brood nest will need centralising otherwise it 
can cause problems in the winter with isolation starvation in cold weather if the cluster runs out 
of food on one side. Don’t forget we are not keeping bees in natural conditions where they 
would normally have food above they can move on to vertically, but horizontally which causes 
them difficulty. When centralising try to give them what they would have naturally, brood with 
pollen next to it and sealed stores outside that. They prepare their brood nest so they know 
where things are and we should copy that. 
 
At the time of writing there is a distinct aroma of ivy honey near the hives, where it was thymol 
a few days ago. Ivy honey granulates very quickly, often in cells before they are sealed. More 
than one beekeeper has been fooled into thinking there was something wrong with the brood, 
only to find it is cells of unsealed granulated ivy honey. The granulation can cause problems 
for the colony in the winter, especially in long cold spells. Bees need water to liquefy 
granulated honey and although they can take a lot from within their own bodies there is a limit. 
In warm spells bees are able to forage within the hive for water or ungranulated food, but in a 
long cold spell they are unable to do this and starve amongst plenty of food. Hefting will only 
give you an idea of the weight of food, not the state of it. Hefting is the normal way of 
estimating the amount of food a colony has. Simply lift each side of the hive off the stand in 
turn every 4-6 weeks during the winter, but more regularly in Feb/March when there is more 
food needed. 
 
It is a good idea to feed some syrup when ivy is yielding so the bees can store it in the same 
area. This means they haven’t got solid honey and nothing else. 
 
The preparation of bees for winter is an important part of beekeeping. They should have a 
good queen, enough bees of the right age, enough food, a dry vermin proof hive and be 
healthy. If any of these are missing you can forget that as a colony next spring. This is what we 
will be concentrating on at meetings in the autumn. In the past we had no need to look in the 
brood box after August as we knew that if all the above were dealt with there would be few 
problems. Sadly that is no longer the case and certainly as far as queens are concerned I 
check well into November as it is surprising how many fail. 
 
There are many more things the modern beekeeper has to deal with but they are all necessary 
in order to simply keep bees alive. This is where help and support from a BKA is becoming 
much more important and why we put so much effort into our teaching. That reminds me to 
remind you about our winter learning sessions. I have had some responses, but would have 
expected a lot more. If you haven’t responded here’s the prompt. See Aug newsletter for 
details. 
 

 



 

 

 

ANNUAL BEEKEEPERS SUPPER – 12TH NOVEMBER  
PULBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL 
 

Our annual Beekeepers Supper will be held this year on 12th November in Pulborough 
Village Hall - starting at 7.00pm. For those of you who have never been before, this is an 
evening where we all get a chance to chat, with friends and/or family to all the folk you 
see in passing between at the apiary, and enjoy a splendid buffet! You each pay a 
nominal fee to cover essentials and drinks…..and then bring with you a family-sized 
salad, pud or cheese and biscuits to share. The prize-winners from the Wisborough 
Green Honey Show will also be awarded their cups, any certificates given out, and there 
will be a raffle too - so make sure you come with some change in your pockets! 
  
You can book places and pledge a dish to bring by phoning Judy on 01403 752169. It 
makes a wonderful end to a hectic summer season – don’t miss it!  We are limited to 
80.......so, with partners, that’s just 40 amongst our 190-strong membership - so book 
fast!! If anyone feels able, willing and skilled enough to cook a joint of meat or salmon 
to serve cold...........please could you let Daisy or me know....offers of help are gratefully 
received!!     See you there!       

    
Judy and Daisy 

BEGINNERS PACKAGES 2012 
 

For several years now we have offered a Beginners Package that includes a new 

hive, bees, and tuition. These packages are offered to new members who have been 

through their initial training with us and are ready to have bees of their own.  It is not 

a ‘bee purchase’ scheme, rather a continuation of training, which results in you 

ending up with a hive of good quality bees at reasonable cost.  

  

We have had a lot of beginners through our training programme in 2011, and to be 

sure that they get considered ahead of anyone joining us next season we propose to 

start a list of names now of those who might wish to apply for a package in 2012. The 

Packages can only go to those who have not had bees before and allocation will 

depend on availability of bees and the suitability of applicants. It will not necessarily 

operate as first come first served.  There are several versions of the package with 

different contents; full details will be available early in 2012. 

 

If you would like to be considered for a package please contact Tom, by email only, at 

stone.house@btinternet.com . Having your name on the list now does not put you 

under any obligation, but gives us a starting point when we come to the right time in 

spring. We can't guarantee being able to supply Beginners Packages, as the 

bees largely come from the teaching apiary and those requirements must come first, 

but we will make every effort to get as many beginners as possible started with bees 

this way in 2012. 

 

Tom 
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   NOTICES 

The following supplies will be for sale at apiary meetings (subject to stock).  As meetings can be 

hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on stone.house@btinternet.com so that they can be 

ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient 

time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting. 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at August 2011. 

 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 

 

FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 

  

DN1 BS for National and WBC brood chamber (also fit WBC) …………..      60p  

SN1 BS for National and WBC supers ………………………………………      60p 

  

Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00 

          Full Box (500 grams)……………………………………  £5.00 

 

FOUNDATION  for the above 

 

Unwired National super (For Cut Comb) …………………………………….      40p 

  

Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      50p 

(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 

  

Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      80p 

(Some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

 

Spacers 
Narrow plastic ends for spacing frames ………………………..    10p (20p/pair) 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot (for National hives) … £2.00/pair 

 

Varroa Treatments 

Apiguard, per single sachet (two required for full treatment of a colony) ….   £2.30 

         Pack of 10 sachets ..  £22.00 

ApilifeVar, per single sachet (two required to treat a full colony) ………..    £3.20 
Note:- ApilifeVar is not suitable for use in polystyrene hives 

 

Sundries 

Syringes, plastic, 50-60ml capacity for application of oxalic acid etc. …….    £1.25  

Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made, good sharp end …………………..   £8.50 

Hive strap, orange webbing, 3 metres …………………………………   £4.00 

‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition ...….   £5.00 
 

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 
 



 

 

  

 
WINTER EVENING MEETINGS 
 
THE CHAPEL, SPY LANE, LOXWOOD. 7.30PM 
 

November 10th 
 

Dr Nikki Gammans from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust will talk about 
bumblebee conservation and provide a history and update to the reintroduction 
programme of the Short-haired Bumblebee. (See 
http://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/subt_project.html ) She will also give an 
introduction to bumblebee identification. Leaflets, posters, badges and books 
will be available. 
 
December 8th 
 
Mead Making and Showing – Roger Patterson and Derek Ready 
 
January 19th 2012 
 
“The Bee and Butterfly Garden” 
"Monica Lucas is a member of our Chichester Division and has now retired from 
a life of various careers.  She started her working life in an administrative post 
within the pension scheme of Imperial Tobacco, following which she joined the 
army and spent 6 years in experimental gunnery.  Her interest in horticulture 
developed over a six year period working in the GLC Parks Department where 
she secured formal qualifications and subsequently worked with Dr Peter 
Thompson at the seed bank at Wakehurst Place. In the interim, she has run her 
own nursery in Somerset, after managing the village shop and post office for 9 
years and has now retired to tend her 3 acre garden at Sidlesham." 
 
February 16th 
 
“Members Evening” 
An open evening – come along and recount your own experiences of 
beekeeping for the benefit of all present – problems encountered, successes 
achieved, new ideas put to the test, amusing experiences or questions. 
 
March 20th 
 
AGM, followed by “The BBKA Basic and Beyond” 
Daisy will provide information and encouragement to Members thinking of 
taking the Basic Assessment in 2012, or moving on to sit Module. 

http://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/subt_project.html


 

 

 

BEGINNERS AND IMPROVERS BEEKEEPING COURSE 2012 
 
Beginners and Improvers Beekeeping Course:  Saturday 18th February 2012 

Details can be obtained here:  

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%202012.pdf 

Application Form here: 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%20App%20Fo

rm%202012.pdf 
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